Illuminated by Fire Projects 2010

In Portland artist Carmel Wallace will work with the community to build a sculpture in the form of a ship’s hull (with reference to the immigrant ship The New Zealander, which was burnt in Portland Harbour in 1853), filled with sculptures of endangered orchids which depend on fire for survival.  It will culminate in a pyrotechnic installation in the Portland Harbour.
In Kyneton, artist Kathryn Portelli will work with the community to design and create personalised ashes vessels, which will be exhibited alongside seven illuminated sculptures. In 2009, Kathryn completed the AFTER Black Saturday Memorial in Kyneton, an 11 metre mural which included donated material from fire affected residents.

Artists Ken Evans (founder of Handspan Theatre) and Rebecca Russell will work with the Creswick community and Fire Ecologists from Melbourne University to create an outdoor theatre piece featuring smoke, fire and shadows. The performance will explore the adaptive behaviours of plants, animals and humans in relation to fire.
Indigenous dancer Jacob Boehme and ritual performance artist Margie Mackay will work with local elders and the Swan Hill community using dance, storytelling and ceremony to explore stories of Indigenous fire practices towards a public site-specific performance outcome. Jacob will lead participants through ‘boot camps’, practising traditional dance and developing contemporary dance and Margie will lead workshops in the use of fire in design, performance and ceremony.
In communities around St Andrews, Christmas Hills and Kinglake, artist Leanne Mooney and the Butterfly Studio will work with the community to create Memory Box, which will honour precious objects rescued from the fires, the stories behind them, and the renewal that follows.
In Ballarat, Tracy Bourne will create a performance at lake Wendouree about the history of fire at this site from the ancient past into the future, culminating in a fire ceremony performed by local indigenous youth and the Fire Choir.
Maxine Salvatore will work with the Briagolong community in Wellington Shire, to create a spectacular installation using light and sound at The Blue Pool on the Freestone Creek. This will be presented at a concert in collaboration with the local school and Community House.

In East Gippsland, renowned installation artist Catherine Larkins will work with the Aboriginal and broader communities of Lakes Entrance to create a permanent camp-fire and a relocatable fire-place and chimney made out of briquettes.  The fire-place will be part of a lounge room setting including a kangaroo skin couch, a TV screening Aboriginal camp-fire footage, a dog and a pseudo electric log fire. The surfaces will become a canvas for stories from Gunai / Kurnai country about the timeless cycles of fire.
Artist Trevor Flinn will work with the Dunkeld community in the South-West to create a two channel video work that showcases the art of woodcutting/splitting and the use of fire by local cooks to create a favourite dish using many different methods.

In Maldon, photographer Deanna Neville will create large photographic portraits of local fire fighters that will feature fire associated reflections written in fluoro. The giant banners will be displayed hanging from fire trucks and illuminated by their flashing lights.
The Flowerdale community has adopted as its symbol of its renewal, the image of a denuded tree with a few small green leaves returning. Eighty local residents have now had this tattooed on their bodies. Artist Sharon Collins, using the community’s hand casts, will replicate a large version of this tree showing the unity and community bond following the February bushfires.
